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The ag sector provides 16 percent of

our Nation’s gross domestic product,
and one of every six jobs.

And our ag exports are one of the few
bright spots in our Nation’s overall
trade picture.

Mr. Speaker, adoption of this bill
would cause severe economic disloca-
tion and job losses, not just in agri-
culture, but throughout our entire
economy. It is a very, very bad pro-
posal.

f

THE MAGIC WILL BE BACK

(Mr. MCCOLLUM asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to congratulate the National Basket-
ball Association champions, the Hous-
ton Rockets. Clearly this year the bet-
ter team won the series that just was
played between the Rockets and the
Orlando Magic, but I want my col-
leagues to know that I and the people
of Orlando are mighty proud of the Or-
lando Magic. They had a terrific sea-
son. They gave Orlando a wonderful ex-
perience. I have never seen our commu-
nity more tightly drawn together for
any one cause than they were during
these playoffs around the Magic. They
were the eastern division champions.

Mr. Speaker, I want to specifically
congratulate: Shaquille O’Neil,
Anfernee Hardaway, Horace Grant,
Dennis Scott, Nick Anderson, Brian
Shaw, Anthony Bowie, Jeff Turner,
Donald Royal, Anthony Avent, Tree
Rollins, and Brooks Thompson, the
players, coach Brian Hill and his won-
derful staff, and the ownership and
management team of Rich DeVos and
Bob Van der Weide and their group.

The Magic will be back. Wait until
next year.

f

STANFORD STUDENTS SEND 20,000
LETTERS SUPPORTING STUDENT
AID

(Ms. ESHOO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, in April I
addressed hundreds of students at
Stanford University, which I am privi-
leged to represent, about Republican
proposals to cut Federal aid for higher
education. At that time I said that if
student aid was important to them,
they needed to educate themselves
about what was happening in Congress
and become involved.

And get involved they did.
The Associated Students of Stanford

University Senate allocated $1,000 to
fight Republican cuts to student aid—
aid which assists over half of Stan-
ford’s student population. This effort
culminated in a 48-hour letter-signing
drive which generated 20,000 signed let-
ters to budget resolution conferees pro-
testing these ill-conceived cuts.

Mr. Speaker, I could not be prouder
of the Stanford student body. I hope

my colleagues on the conference com-
mittee will reconsider these budget
cuts which would undermine America’s
commitment to higher education,
America’s ability to compete in a
world market, and America’s invest-
ment in our future.
f

TIME TO TARGET THE IRS FOR
POLITICAL REASONS

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, the
IRS says our investigation of the Na-
tional Rifle Association is not politi-
cally motivated. Right. Who is kidding
whom? How can the IRS make that
statement with a straight face?

The truth of the matter is, Mr.
Speaker, plain and simple, the Internal
Revenue Service has targeted the Na-
tional Rifle Association for political
reasons. My colleagues know it, I know
it, and the American people know it,
and I want to say this:

I think it is time for the Congress of
the United States to target the Inter-
nal Revenue Service for political rea-
sons, and that political reason is very
simple. Here in America the people
govern, and it is time that the Internal
Revenue Service get that message.

Think about it.

f

INTRODUCTION OF BILL ENDING
FEDERAL AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
PROGRAMS

(Mr. FUNDERBURK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FUNDERBURK. Mr. Speaker,
last week I introduced H.R. 1764, legis-
lation to eliminate over 160 Federal af-
firmative action programs ranging
from public employment to education.

Mr. Speaker, affirmative action is an
affront to the dignity of every Amer-
ican. It is an assault on the principle
that no American should be handi-
capped or advanced simply on the basis
of his skin color. It has been 40 years
since Little Rock and almost 35 years
since the hoses were shut down in Bir-
mingham. As Bruce Fein points out in
yesterday’s Washington Times, ‘‘Spe-
cial preferences for minorities and
women have dominated civil rights
laws for the entire adult lives of the 18
to 40 years old group.’’

Mr. Speaker, to continue to see
America through the prism of racial
entitlements reenforces the same type
of dangerous thinking that led to slav-
ery and Jim Crow. No matter what face
the liberals put on it there is nothing
good about racial discrimination in
any form. Calling affirmative action
‘‘benign discrimination’’ is obscene. It
is about time the liberals recognize
that we are all one people in this coun-
try. We are all American. Let us do
something right for our children, let us
end affirmative action as we know it.

WHY THE REPUBLICANS ARE CUT-
TING MEDICARE, MEDICAID, AND
SOCIAL SECURITY
(Mr. BONIOR asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, why are
the Republicans cutting Medicare,
Medicaid, and Social Security to pay
for tax breaks for the wealthiest people
in our society? We should be strength-
ening our Medicare system, not using
it as a piggy bank or a cash cow to let
the wealthiest individuals in the cor-
porations take advantage of middle in-
come people in America today.

If we really want to strengthen Medi-
care, we should shut down some of
these corporate tax loopholes and ex-
penditures totaling about $225 billion a
year and corporate pork and help our
senior citizens and their families make
ends meet.

I say to my colleagues, Let’s give our
senior citizens help with the cost of
prescription drug care, with long-term
care, not cut their deductibles like the
Republicans want to do, or increase
their premiums or raise their
deductibles as the Republicans want to
do. Let us do that, and let us make the
wealthiest in our society pay their fair
share.
f

PRESIDENT’S BUDGET DOES
NOTHING TO SAVE MEDICARE

(Mr. SCARBOROUGH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. SCARBOROUGH. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to welcome the President of
the United States into the budget de-
bate, and I commend him for at least
putting forward a balanced budget on
the table, even if it does go 10 years,
even if it does not cure the Medicare
and Medicaid crises.

I heard the last speaker speak for a
second talking about how the Repub-
licans were cutting Medicare. The fact
of the matter is the President of the
United States own commission came
back to him and said, ‘‘Mr. President,
Medicare and Medicaid are going to be
bankrupt in the year 2002. You have got
to do something about it.’’ Unfortu-
nately the President’s budget does not
do anything about it. It does not take
care of the Medicare and Medicaid cri-
sis. It still goes bankrupt.

Mr. Speaker, the Republican plan
does take care of it, and, because of
that, I think we need to move forward
with the Republican plan, but at the
same time I welcome the President of
the United States and some of his ad-
visers for finally standing up and show-
ing a little courage, and daring to get
into the arena and bloody themselves
up instead of just saying, ‘‘No, no, no,
that’s not a good deal.’’

But we have got to do more. We have
got to protect senior citizens. We have
got to protect Medicare. We have got
to protect Medicaid.

We invite the President of the United
States and the Democratic Party to
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